
CNIC AFLOAT RECREATION AND FITNESS PROGRAM 

RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER 

ACTIVITIES 

 Recreational program and event offerings that meet the leisure

interests and needs of the command.

 Activities are scheduled and are facilitated or organized by the 
Fun Boss, MWR staff, RSO or other trained staff member.  

These can be fee-based (BINGO) or free activities.

Recreation Examples:  Movie Nights, Bingo, Board Game Night, Open 

Mic Night, Fishing, Arts and Crafts, Texas Hold 'Em Night, Karaoke, etc. 

The following examples of recreation calendars are a great way 

to give an overview of the programs being offered.   

 Include ‘Who’, ‘What’, ‘Where’ and ‘When’ on calendars 

and/or flyers 

 Include the ship’s name so that it is easily recognizable.  

Remember – you’re building a brand for MWR. 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR—USS BOXER (FRONT) 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR—USS BOXER (BACK) 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR—USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR—USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR—USS RONALD REAGAN (FRONT) 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR—USS RONALD REAGAN (BACK) 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR—USS CARL VINSON 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR 



RECREATION DIRECTED & FILLER ACTIVITIES 
HOLIDAY/SPECIAL EVENTS 

Holidays and special events are a great place to start for inspiration when planning an event 
calendar – especially if the ship is underway. Take a look at the underway periods and put together a 
list of items to have onboard before you leave.  Following are some ‘memory joggers’ and examples of 
programs that work well.  

 Mardi Gras
 St. Patrick’s Day
 Easter Egg Hunt – What works well

o Use an approved designated area to hide eggs.
o Put numbered pieces of paper into plastic eggs and hide them in the designated area.

The number on the paper corresponds to a prize list in the MWR office (keep this
private). The Sailor brings the egg to the MWR representative to redeem for their
prize. (You may want to limit the number of eggs each Sailor can redeem.)

o Easter Bunny
 May the 4th Be With You
 Cinco de Mayo
 Beginning of Spring
 4th of July
 Halloween

o Pumpkin Painting
o Door Decorating
o Glow Party
o Costume Contest
o Trick or Treating - Give a specific time and list of spaces that volunteer to be stops and

are decorated
 Thanksgiving

o Frozen turkey bowling
 Christmas

o Wreath Making
o Stocking and/or Cookie Decorating
o Door Decorating
o Canvas art

 Sporting Events
o Super Bowl
o NCAA Final 4 / Championship
o Olympics
o World Cup
o UFC / Boxing



AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
First and Last name: Ship’s Name: 

USS GEORGE H W BUSH 

Position Title: 

FUN BOSS 

Date: 

10/25/2017 

Event happened: 
x 

Underway Homeport 

Pictures must be included when submitting in an After Action Report to your Supervisor. 

Please Complete below list of Questions regarding the Event: 

1. Title of Event: 
Pumpkin Decorating

2. Location of Event: (Hanger Bay, Picnic Area)  Forward Mess Decks

3. Date of Event:
10/24/2017

4. Time of Event:
2000 - 2130

5. Number of Participants: 25

6. Equipment Needed:  Styrofoam pumpkins, glue, glitter, paint, paint brushes, spider webs, Halloween stickers, paper plates, table
clothes, markers, paper cups, plastic pumpkin decorating kits from a dollar store. 

7. Staffing Requirements: FUN BOSS & 1 MWR TAD Sailors

8. Points of Contact: N/A

9. Marketing Process: All Hands e-mail & MWR monthly calendar

10. Explain Event Execution:

1930: Begin setting up. Set up included laying down table clothes, setting up each table with cup of water, paper plates, 1 bottle of glue, 1 jar 
of glitter and a variety of paints. We had one table set up with all plastic faces, spider webs, etc. 
2000: Participants checked in. Each participant was given 1 Styrofoam pumpkin and was able to pick out decorating items 
2005: Decorating tips were gone over by Fun Boss & MWR Staff 
2010 - 2130: Sailors decorated their pumpkins 

11. Winners of Event: N/A

12. Prizes or Awards: N/A

13. Lessons Learned:

-The Styrofoam pumpkins & decorating kits are available at a dollar store for $1 each. 
-Other stores also have a wide selection of decorating kits and Halloween Stickers. 
-Acrylic paint worked well on the Styrofoam pumpkins. 

14. Any Additional Information? :

See photos attached 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
HOLIDAY EVENTS—PUMPKIN DECORATING 



AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
First and Last name: Ship’s Name: 

USS GEORGE H W BUSH 

Position Title: 
FUN BOSS 

Date: 
12/8/16 

Event happened: x Underway Homeport 

Pictures must be included when submitting in an After Action Report to your Supervisor. 

Please Complete below list of Questions regarding the Event: 

1. Title of Event: Holiday Wreath Making

2. Location of Event: (Hanger Bay, Picnic Area)  Forward Mess Decks

3. Date of Event:  12/8/16

4. Time of Event: 2000 - 2200 

5. Number of Participants: 25

6. Equipment Needed:  25-Wreaths, Variety of Wreath Picks (about 200 picks to choose from), 10 spools of Ribbon, 4-Hot Glue Guns,
7-Tablecloths and 7 pairs of Scissors 

7. Staffing Requirements: FUN BOSS & 2 MWR TAD Sailors

8. Points of Contact: N/A 

9. Marketing Process: All Hands e-mail & MWR monthly calendar

10. Explain Event Execution:
1930: Begin setting up. Set up included laying down table cloths, setting up hot glue guns, displaying wreath picks on 2 tables 
-We set up a hot glue gun table due to limited electrical outlets and we set up 2 tables of where we put all of the wreath picks and ribbon. 
2000: Participants checked in. We had them pre-register for event since wreaths were limited. 
2005: Decorating tips were gone over by Fun Boss & MWR Staff 
2010 - 2200: Sailors decorated their wreaths 

11. Winners of Event: N/A 

12. Prizes or Awards: N/A

13. Lessons Learned:
This was a very popular event.  I would buy 75 wreaths next time I did the event based on the number of sailors that wanted to participate. 

14. Any Additional Information? :
See article on program for photos 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
HOLIDAY EVENTS—WREATH MAKING 



AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
First and Last name: Ship’s Name: 

USS GEORGE H W BUSH 

Position Title: 
FUN BOSS 

Date: 
12/12/16 

Event happened: x Underway Homeport 

Pictures must be included when submitting in an After Action Report to your Supervisor. 

Please Complete below list of Questions regarding the Event: 

1. Title of Event: Gingerbread Cookie Decorating

2. Location of Event: (Hanger Bay, Picnic Area)  Forward Mess Decks

3. Date of Event:  12/12/16

4. Time of Event: 2000 - 2100 

5. Number of Participants: 50

6. Equipment Needed:  Gingerbread Cookie Decorating Kits, piping bags & tips, frosting, variety of candy, tablecloths, paper plates,
food coloring. 

7. Staffing Requirements: FUN BOSS & 2 MWR TAD Sailors

8. Points of Contact: N/A 

9. Marketing Process: All Hands e-mail & MWR monthly calendar

10. Explain Event Execution:
1930: Begin setting up. Set up included laying down table clothes, setting out candy and mixing frosting with different colors of food coloring. 
2000: Event started & gingerbread cookies were passed out to all of the participants. 
2000 - 2100: Sailors decorated their cookies using frosting and candy. 

11. Winners of Event: N/A 

12. Prizes or Awards: N/A

13. Lessons Learned:
N/A 

14. Any Additional Information? :
See article on program for photos 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
HOLIDAY EVENTS—GINGERBREAD COOKIE DECORATING 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
HOLIDAY EVENTS—USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH 



AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
First and Last name: Ship’s Name: 

USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT – CVN 71 

Position Title: 

Afloat Recreation Specialist – FUN BOSS 

Date: 
11/30/2017 

Event happened: x Underway Homeport 

Pictures must be included when submitting in an After Action Report to your Supervisor. 

Please Complete below list of Questions regarding the Event: 

1. Title of Event: HOLIDAY FUN NIGHT

2. Location of Event: (Hanger Bay, Picnic Area)  AFT MESS DECK

3. Date of Event:  11/30/2017

4. Time of Event: 2000-2200 

5. Number of Participants: 180

6. Equipment Needed:  Blank cards and envelope pack, crayons, markers, decoration for card, lights, sheets, presents, chair, elf suit
and Santa suit, hot choco, cookies, instant camera, camera from Media, etc. 

7. Staffing Requirements: FUN BOSS, MWR STAFF, SANTA, BULLY THE MOOSE

8. Points of Contact: FUNBOSS

9. Marketing Process: FLIERS, GREEN SHEET, WORD OF MOUTH, ETC

10. Explain Event Execution:
FIRST WE SET THE PHOTO SCENE WITH THE CHRISTMAS TREE, PRESENTS, SANTAS CHAIR, LIGHTS, ETC. SET THE TABLES 
FOR CARD MAKING, HAD ABOUT 4 DIFFERENT STATIONS OF CARD MAKING. THEN HAD A TABLE FOR THE COOKIES AND HOT 
CHOCO. WE STARTED A LINE FOR PHOTOS AND I HAD EVERYONE WRITE THEIR NAMES DOWN. AFTER THE EVENT MEDIA 
UPLOADED PHOTOS ONTO A CD AND I POSTED THEM ON OUR MWR SHAREPOINT SO THEY CAN ACCESS THEIR PHOTOS AND 
SEND THEM HOME. 

11. Winners of Event: N/A

12. Prizes or Awards: N/A

13. Lessons Learned:
HAVE MORE CARD MAKING MATERIALS... THIS EVENT IS REQUESTED AGAIN. 

14. Any Additional Information? :
N/A 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
HOLIDAY FUN NIGHT 



RECREATION DIRECTED & FILLER ACTIVITIES 
EDIBLE ART NIGHT 

A fun and inexpensive way to create art and it doesn’t take up much space – for long! 

The following example works great all year round. Plan in advance for the food items needed 

if the ship will be underway for an extended period of time.  

 Monthly recurring event 

 Generally planned for 100 (carrier) 

 Budget friendly 

 Coordinate with Department if using their space 

 Marketing 

 Volunteers / staff 

 A/V 

 Supplies 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
EDIBLE ART NIGHTS 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
EDIBLE ART NIGHTS 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
EDIBLE ART NIGHTS 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
EDIBLE ART NIGHTS 



RECREATION DIRECTED & FILLER ACTIVITIES 
COMICON TYPE EVENT 

Pay attention to trends to get new ideas for programming. Whether it’s super 

heroes, paint nights, or various decoration ideas – the information is out there. There are 

different applications you can use to ‘pin interests’ as well. Check them out! 

The following example is from a comicon type event done on a ship. 

 Coordinate with Department if using their space 

 Budgeted? 

 Marketing 

 Volunteers / staff 

 A/V 

 Supplies 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER 
TRU-CON (COMICON TYPE EVENT) 

USS HARRY S. TRUMAN TRU-CON: 

Event Execution Explanation from Fun Boss onboard at the time: 

We had a gaming club onboard (a group that did larping/magic the gathering/etc.) and I went to them first to 
coordinate with their president.  We picked a date in the evening, out to sea, and held sign-ups for those in-
terested in hosting a booth at the expo. We started sign ups 3-4 weeks out and got Media to design an amaz-
ing comicon looking flyer. 

We ended up with 9 tables total that offered showcases in a variety of the following - Pokémon, video game 
building, drawing, dungeons and dragons, larping, magic the gathering, game card making, and graphic de-
sign.  

About 80-100 people attended. We held the event on the AFT Mess Decks from 2000-2200. We brought out 
6-8 foot white tables and provided table covers, sailors were given from 1900-2000 to set up their booths for 
the expo.  

We voted on the tables and the information they showcased to give out gift cards for the following topics - 
most creative, most innovative, overall best in show booth.  

Everyone loved the event. I recommend to make it as big as possible. If you got the event large enough (15-
20 booths), you could consider holding it in the HB.  



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER 
TRU-CON (COMICON TYPE EVENT) 



RECREATION DIRECTED & FILLER ACTIVITIES 
RETRO VIDEO GAME NIGHT 

Throwback events – great way to get people reminiscing about the good ol’ days! This 

easy system can be connected to a TV for participants to play. Throw in some music from the 

era and let the time warp begin! 

 Coordinate with Department if using their space 

 Budgeted? 

 Marketing 

 Volunteers / staff 

 A/V 

 Supplies 



AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
First and Last name: Ship’s Name: 

USS ESSEX 

Position Title: 
FUNBOSS 

Date: 
11/29/2017 

Event happened: x Underway Homeport 

Pictures must be included when submitting in an After Action Report to your Supervisor. 

Please Complete below list of Questions regarding the Event: 

1. Title of Event: Retro Video Game Night

2. Location of Event: (Hanger Bay, Picnic Area)  Mess Decks

3. Date of Event:  11/21/2017

4. Time of Event: 1930-2130 

5. Number of Participants: 57

6. Equipment Needed:  Classic Game Plug & Play Console, Cards, Audio Equipment & 80s Music

7. Staffing Requirements: 2 MWR Reps

8. Points of Contact: FUNBOSS

9. Marketing Process: All hands emails, Funderway, Monthly Calendar, Flyers, Announcements During Chow, Word of Mouth

10. Explain Event Execution:
80s music was piped over the speakers on the Mess Decks while sailors competed in a once and done old school video game tournament of 
their choosing. The game consoles came preloaded with 86-110 games which could be plugged into the TVs and played at will. While the 
participants were waiting, they could play dominoes or cards. 

11. Winners of Event: N/A Just friendly competition and come and go fun for sailors

12. Prizes or Awards: N/A

13. Lessons Learned:
This event will be better served during a longer underway. There is also only one working TV in the Mess Decks currently which made it 
difficult for people wanting to play. The sailors loved the old games and to have the opportunity to play something they hadn't seen for a 
long time, they also really enjoyed the 80s music and suggested doing a "bad 90s music night too". (because apparently 80s music is bad) 

14. Any Additional Information? :
The gaming systems were purchased at a houseware retailer for $40 already preloaded. For this low of an investment, more could be 
purchased for check out or for larger scale gaming nights with more access to TVs or for larger commands. 



RECREATION DIRECTED & FILLER ACTIVITIES 
MOVEMBER MUSTACHE JUDGING 

A most popular time of year on the ship – Movember! This example is a good-natured, 

fun event.  

 Coordinate with Department if using their space 

 Marketing 

 Volunteers / staff 

 A/V 

 Supplies 



AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
First and Last name: Ship’s Name: 

USS ESSEX 

Position Title: 
FUNBOSS 

Date: 
11/30/2017 

Event happened: x Underway Homeport 

Pictures must be included when submitting in an After Action Report to your Supervisor. 

Please Complete below list of Questions regarding the Event: 

1. Title of Event: Movember Mustache Judging

2. Location of Event: (Hanger Bay, Picnic Area)  Mess Decks

3. Date of Event:  11/30/2017

4. Time of Event: 1100-1200 

5. Number of Participants: 200

6. Equipment Needed:  Microphone, Mess Deck PA, Mini Candy Canes

7. Staffing Requirements: Self, Photographer, 1 MWR Rep

8. Points of Contact: FUNBOSS

9. Marketing Process: Monthly Calendar, SOE

10. Explain Event Execution:
On the last day of November, I went onto the Mess Decks and interviewed people's mustaches. Movember has become a popular reason for 
men to grow their mustaches for 4 weeks, some with great success and others with terrible results. I spent an hour walking around, with the 
microphone talking to people about their life goals for their mustaches and how soon we could expect them to go away, most of the 
participants had a great sense of humor about the jokes we told about their facial hair. For participating, they got a small candy cane and a 
round of applause from the other people in the Mess Decks. 

11. Winners of Event: N/A Just a fun way to celebrate Movember

12. Prizes or Awards: mini candy canes

13. Lessons Learned:
This event is perfect for a FUNBOSS who can think on their feet. It is also good for someone who isn't afraid of being in front of a crowd. 

14. Any Additional Information? :
Make sure the people want to participate. Don't involve those who aren't interested-not everyone will have a sense of humor about their 
facial hair. 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
MOVEMBER MUSTACHE JUDGING 



RECREATION DIRECTED & FILLER ACTIVITIES 
BOXER ACTIVITIES MARCH 

The following Power Point shows several examples of tried and true programs for the 

ship. From karaoke, movie nights, card games, video tournaments and bingo – you can’t go 

wrong! 

 Coordinate with Departments if using their space 

 Budgeted? 

 Marketing 

 Volunteers / staff 

 A/V 

 Supplies / Gear 

 Set up / Take down 

 Safety evaluation 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
USS BOXER ACTIVITIES 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
USS BOXER ACTIVITES 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
USS BOXER ACTIVITIES 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
USS BOXER ACTIVITIES 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
USS BOXER ACTIVITIES 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
USS BOXER ACTIVITIES 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
USS BOXER ACTIVITIES 



RECREATION DIRECTED & FILLER ACTIVITIES 
SPA NIGHT 

Spa nights are a great way for Sailors to relax and pamper themselves while 
underway.  Following is one example of how a ship did this.   

� Coordinate with Departments involved 
� Budgeted? 
� Marketing 
� Volunteers / staff 
� A/V 
� Supplies 



AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
First and Last name: Ship’s Name: 

USS Theodore Roosevelt - CVN 71 

Position Title: 

Afloat Recreational Specialist - FUN BOSS 

Date: 

12/10/2017 

Event happened: 
x 

Underway Homeport 

Pictures must be included when submitting in an After Action Report to your Supervisor. 

Please Complete below list of Questions regarding the Event: 

1. Title of Event: 
SPA NIGHT

2. Location of Event: (Hanger Bay, Picnic Area)  TRAINING CLASSROOM

3. Date of Event:
12/07/2017

4. Time of Event:
2000-2200

5. Number of Participants: 30

6. Equipment Needed:  FACIAL PAPER MASK,BABY WIPES, NAIL POLISH, NAIL POLISH REMOVER, NAIL FILES, RELAXING
MUSIC, SPEAKER, TEA, COFFEE, CUPS, NAPKINS, SUGAR, SPOONS 

7. Staffing Requirements: 2 MWR STAFF AND FUN BOSS

8. Points of Contact: FUN BOSS

9. Marketing Process: FLIERS, ALL HANDS EMAILS, SHAREPOINT PAGE CALENDAR, POSTINGS, DAILY GREEN SHEET

10. Explain Event Execution:

MWR Staff and I headed up to the training classroom about 30 minutes prior to event time to arrange and set up the room for 'SPA NIGHT'. 
We bought up all material above and placed items out for sailor to have easy access and help themselves. I have a calming and meditation 
app on my phone which was connected to the speaker and started playing calming relaxing music as you would hear in a spa. Once sailors 
started coming in, they helped themselves to facial paper mask or the nail care items we had. It was a simple but nice event for everyone to 
socialize and enjoy their evening. Besides the planes landing above our heads, sailors tuned into the music, put on their mask and truly 
relaxed, taking power naps. 

11. Winners of Event: N/A

12. Prizes or Awards: N/A

13. Lessons Learned:

I believe the event went really well and glad it worked out in scheduling the training classroom ahead of time. 

14. Any Additional Information? :

N/A 



RECREATION DIRECTED AND FILLER ACTIVITIES 
SPA NIGHT 
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